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Illustrator-turned-activist
Laina Miller wielding a postex
she sells on her resistance-
merch e-commerce site.
Los Angeles
May 19, 2017
Photographed by
Kendrick Brinson
Before the 2016 election,
Miller had never voted. But
participating in the Women'’s
Marchin L.A. awakened an
activism that’s since become
a full-on side hustle for the
34-year-old freelance art
director: creating installations
for an art exhibit supporting
Planned Parenthood; illustrating
a children’s book to teach girls
to be “comfortable using their
voice”; and designing resistance-
wear and signs on her website
(lainalynn.com), such asthe
“Hands Off” motif shown here, .
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8Dt it (WRONE %%ﬁ . ??faUSe everybo dto fall off * A pencil or pen far everyone (if you use pens, theyshould be the same) &
/ OB i 333 XY Sx2F ey rryay { POODS. * A stack of paper {a quarter of a regular sheet works well) %
S | You will Ianq your dream job polishing Strontium 90 Pﬁ/ NG » A computer or srj"‘nart phone to look upicharacters (optional) B
vy %5 and anthracite under the new regime's clean energyL§ Ifit » Atattoo gun, or % stick and poke set up, or a sharpie. v
\'1“ project. It's good pay for a luxury commodity that yo °ulcl;v 22,' by zi HOW TO PLAY; g‘

Lt car't afford... but hey, we all can't be developmental %/, 9o Yo * The first thing you need to do is decide on a cartoon character, L@
' WITHOUT Iookinq% it up, or leoking at it,{ in any other way, to draw from g

therapists at a nonprofit for abandoned

The first rap video on VH1 was '
in repentance they only show reali

memory. Everyoni; playing must agree pn the character, and have a t:—f e

vague idea of what they look like. Be cc:)operative and honest.

* Once you have g character picked ou‘, everyone grabs a sheet of
. paper and secretI)'(' draws the Character,- to the best of their ability. The . ;

quality of the drawing is not important, the details of the character are. =

die, so 9":
nted T & A wit
afuse Netflix chann®

y1
ty of impl

ﬂbeef. You will be binge watchln_g as Y?.? f\O:ne = vanity plates ¥4 o
;,. and ix weed strain§ VH1_:;V9"Y h .“g -~ 9. 0 g o2 = ; When someone finishes their drawing, they place it in the center of the ©
L o ANC T el et B table, face down. YVhen everyone has done that, someone shuffles the &
| 5 1 an’ PP . h in Not jus e = drawings and ﬂipsiithem over, one at a time. : e
e~ Just like your body, the climate obviously c : ggclgonville R « Then everyone s}srutinizes the drawings and votes on the one that they @ .
'.,.‘. ",,NS ﬁ with new smells, but expect hair gf%Wt,h ﬁ;or‘{%hanges“ we'd E it thlnk.looks THE LEAST like f(he-characger. Voting is done by placing yoU‘,E‘L
:isma and Trenton. really, if your body had simi re going to A5 m BR pencil on the one jhat you think is the most wrong. Remember, do not & :r
5- call it a catastrophic epidemic. Either way, you're going | @ a2 T judge the drawings for their artistic quality, but instead for their accuracy.sx - :
1  die.. you know... some day WS *" ‘ o n oy DO NOT LOOK UP THE CHARACTER YET!!! ﬁ 8
, e g ~ ur o mo % v * When you have a loser, everyone must reveal which drawing is theirs. & i
y ef- = Now you can look iup the character if you want to. The loser must write ;
ad o Al g 0 m |y their name on their drawing (for the halliof shame) and write down what f
odosing routine. | reality depends n o » they were attempting to draw (sometimes you can't tell.) Then the loser g
f ex'tema nroedin er's 4092 5 : gets their drawing‘ﬁtattooed on themselves, with the name of the cartoon
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! '*; o I "‘_‘ this wl . eo Sreé: y or to even play the%' game if they know they might end up with a tattoo, so
peop - peop you can also play ;with a permanent matker instead. In either case, one

of the better artists at the table will either tattoo or draw the losers
cartoon, just as th_eiay drew it, on the losers skin, preferably in a highly
visible place. Then you pick a new character and play again.

only their fortunes and people who read everyones'... which arelf

you the narcicist or the nosy one? (Actually, there are two

Akinds of people in this world: those who believe there are onl
two kinds of people and those who know better.) Iy N
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HALF century

ago, L.A.-based

artist and Black

Arts Movement

. icon Betye Saar created as-

semblages that challenged

racist and sexist African

American stereotypes. To

paraphrase a popular sign

from this year’s many wom-

en’s marches: It’s hard to be-

lieve she still has to protest
this stuff.

At 90, Saar has made a
career of empowering the
denigrated and vulnerable,
most notably black wom-
en. Her pieces often de-
pict mammy dolls in acts
of defiance: Aunt Jemima,
in- Saar’s representation, is
a warrior and revolution-
ary freed from her status as
thé face of a pancake mix.
(In 1972’s The Liberation of
Aunt Jemima, one of Saar’s
most acclaimed works, the
mammy stands in front of
syrup labels, carryinga rifle
in one hand and a broom
in the other.) Washboards,
Loo, are prevalent in Saar’s
art. Since the '90s and as re-
cently as this year, she has
turned the ribbed panels
into emblems of struggle,
each festooned with Jim
Crow-era imagery. Nearly
two dozen of them are on
display in Betye Saar: Keep-
in’ It Clean, which opens
May 28 at the Craft & Folk
Arl Museum.

Born in Los Angeles in
1926, Saar grew up in Pas-
adena but spent the sum-*
mers with her grandmoth-

a1 in Walts. There she watched as Simon Rodia
sorted through scrap materials and debris, carefully
hoosing pieces to construct his Watts Towers. Ro-
lia’s methods, along with those of other assemblage

Defiance

WASHBOARD ASSEMBLAGES
BY BETYE SAAR,
ON DISPLAY AT THE
CRAFT & FOLK ART MUSEUM,
CONFRONT RACISM HEAD-ON

wtists like 1. A’s Tohn Qutterhridee and Naah Pavi- | cent > Q1T WIT

into the future simultaneously” In the sculptures
lining the walls of CAFAM, relics of an unjust sys-
tem are turned into a kind of incantation, the
active and insistent variety that we might call dis-{ {3

the aesthetic that Saar is
known for today. Her sculp- §
tures are in the collections
of many'major American

museums, from LACMA §

and MOCA to the Smithso-

nian and the Metropolitan &

Museum of Art.
This month’s CAFAM
exhibition is the first West

Coast survey of her wash- i

board collages. As curator
Holly Jerger explains, the !
assemblages are as much
about poorly paid labor as
they are about the determi-

nation to support oneself
despite the income inequal- \

ity that exists “historical-
ly and today” Saar mines a

collection of found objects |

and loaded imagery—pho-

tographic pieces, say, por-

traying black women at
work or black men playing
banjos—piled high in her

Laurel Canyon studio and }-.
adds them to the vintage §

metal tools.

“Betye Saar is a griot,”

says Karon Davis, cofound-
er of the Underground

Museum art space in Ar-- |
lington Heights. (She’s lik-

ening Saar to the travel-
ing West African bards

who were keepers of col- -
lective memory.) “Her as- .

semblages are as rich as

gumbo and will always be -

as sacred as our South-

ern hymns” Saar might -

agree; she’s described her
work as a way of “delving
into the past and reaching;

IN KU VW R s
ON THE
BLOCK 9

DTLA'S INSTITUTE OF
B CONTEMPORARY AR1

\ WELCOMES ITS FIRST

/; VISITORS F@R PST
N » MARTIN RAMIREZ, A [
Mexican day laborer, was \}
diagnosed with schizophre'
nia and held in psychiatric
hospitals for 30 years until
his death in 1963. While in-
stitutionalized, he created
an astounding collection

of drawings and collages. Q
| They're the focus of ICA LA
premiere exhibition, Martin
Ramirez: His Life in Picture es,
Another Interpretation
(September 9-December %1
Executive director Elsa
Longhauser gives us a peek

» How did Ramirez make
art? “In the beginning he ¢
scavenged examining-tahle
J paper and envelopes and
glued the fragments togeth
with chewed-up bread and
mashed potatoes. He made
drawings with scraps of per
cil and burnt matchsticks.”

- » What is the show’s
landmark piece? “A 17-foot
» scroll, seen here for the first
time. It's a journey through
mountains and tunnels and
architecture and fields.”

» Which pieces do you firit-
the most extraordinary? "Tt
essential grounds of his wor
are these linear patterns. Th.
he could control the line anc
the space and the perspecti
is quite remarkable.”
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o SUBJECT: Love Letters
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[P} Once upon a time under the guise of fairytale lies ;"3
/8 Am Em @

'VrlCS by Kath
lee -
Sby kit Brrxtor:l)ia (Willmantic, CT)

Dov't wiany o

girls and women believed in happily every after
! 'ge“e"ed good would a‘WaYé win That reality became @ de‘“5‘°" S Appip 4E Seel THiniS . THEY ARLp'r those things and still be calm
s0 they carved love letters  into their skin » Prptecd . Hey pave QE_LUD Lo IEAS - gp your heart.”
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Encasing, enclosing, and sheltering..... _ V@Né UZ,’*Nf
In a life without life, a hope without hope, 70 b g E{LE
Spinning endlessly. aR. To SCAE
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| wonder, question and seek.

Alone, | stand within a vast point of space, M?{ fiﬁf ” ~ A

Overflowing my mind. 7 N
Shuddering, shaking, and trembling..... . ol U7 e :
In a time without time, a place without place LA Ty
Reaching tirelessly. pACIMG
_§ stumble, humble and meek. T 003 ~1
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Rise not upon the cries of ar{guish the heart makes, '

For fear is but a shadow cast upon the wall. of Mle@\ %
Only silence echoes in the deep, hollow place, Pl . i < B
While revelry dances around them all. « pseop peaby
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Cast thy crown upon the ground, .
And listen to its tinkling sound. ‘ g o MATTER
For once the fire has begun to flash, WHERE

The metal has all been turned to ash. ‘ 1T G TAMS (1612
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Cry not upon the rise of anguish the heart takes, T ehnT 6

For love is but a fear cast upon them all. | AfaeBEAE Bu-
As revelry echoes within the hollow taste, EnZD l-%(‘»‘@ﬁ'
And silence dances around the walls. wi ALl wiN
In a life without life, a hope without hope, | # ) @[‘UZ@‘ _ AJ §
Reaching tirelessly. - ZM Wﬁ £
In a time without time, a place without place, 80k Feet OGP A
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| stumble, humble and meek..... . ‘ ‘ - i si?re of a man 18 ™ here be gtands at tme® -z
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| wonder, question and seek..... ; £k | g s of comior . T
Encasing, enclosing, and sheltering. 4 ,, ) m;:h:\\enge and controversy __Martin Luther KingJ
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Alone, | stand in a vast point of space, .
Drifting in time,

With a gentle kiss from the lips of a memory,
Overflowing my mind.
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sending you some $$ this week. Please know that we love you forever and always. Nothing will ever change our love for you.
You are right. With a degree in engineering and in medical school we would have never imagined in a million years that you

.- would be in prison. It is hard to understand why and sometimes we wonder if we failed you somehow...know you are always .- -

everyday in our thoughts and our prayers that God will keep you safe and that your path will spread hope to thase that feel

hopeless. Be of courage always and keep moving forward "1 toe in front of the other" much love always, mom & dad
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